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Brief presentation of findings from last 
French National Surveys (2014) and main 
trends

Workshop 1. Challenges for the Future: 

Understanding drug trends and developments (surveys and related data GPS 
group)



In France, the GPS system consists of four regular representative surveys, conducted in adult or 
adolescent populations : 

• Health barometer survey among adults [15-75]. The latest survey took place in 2014; 
sample= 15,635

• ESCAPAD a french survey among 17 years old. latest findings : 2014; sample=22,023

HBSC and ESPAD surveys (latest findings : respectively 2010 ; 2011)
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French GPS Surveys
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Findings among teenagers of 17 (1/2)

After a significant period of 
decrease. cannabis use 
rises again between 2011 
and 2014 for both genders
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Findings among teenagers of 17 (2/2)
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Lifetime use of main other 
illegal drugs remains 
marginal.
However. ecstasy which has 
been declined since 2002. 
increases sharply from 1.9 to 
3.8%.

Trends from 2000 to 2014 in lifetime use of main illegal drugs by 17 y.o. in France 
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Findings among adults 18 - 64 (1/2)

Among adults current use (year) 
has also shown an increase from
8% to 11% like regular use (from
2.2% to 3.1%), this being observed
for both genders

current cannabis use chiefly 
concerned the youngest age group 
and the proportion reached nearly 
zero in 55 to 64 age group.
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Findings among adults 18 - 64 (2/2)

The proportion of lifetime use for ecstasy increases
from 2.7% to 4.3% between 2010 and 2014 as well as 
current ecstasy users which increased significantly
from 0.3% to 0.9%.

2014 All 18-25 26-34 35-64 Men Women

Cocaine 5.6 7.1 10.2 4.1 8.3 3.1

H. Mushrooms 4.8 6.6 8.4 3.3 6.8 2.8

Ecstasy 4.3 7.0 8.4 2.5 6.1 2.5

Amphetamine 2.3 2.9 3.6 1.8 3.4 1.3

Heroin 1.5 1.3 1.8 1.5 2.5 0.6

Lifetime use of illegal drugs in 2014 regarding age and gender
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News from French NPS use

In 2014, overall, 1.7% of 18 to 64 year olds report having 
already smoked this substance, which represents 4% of 
lifetime cannabis users and 17% of current cannabis users. 

Male more than female : 2.3% vs 1.2%.

� In 2014, we tested in the ESCAPAD survey:

“Have you ever taken a substance imitating the effects of illegal drugs ( sometimes called 
RC, Legal highs or NPS..) such as mephedrone, spice, methoxetamin or synthetic 
cannabinoids ?  

1.7% of 17 year-olds said that they had already used such substances, 0.7% of them have 
specified which substance:these were mainly synthetic cannabis
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Understanding drug trends and developments 1/2 

Cannabis use : a long-standing issue in France

There seems to be a strong correlation between use of cigarette and use of cannabis 
and increase of daily tobacco use since 2008, can have caused a slight increase of 
cannabis in 2014.

But, This rise falls within the context marked increase in cannabis supply in France, and 
notably home herbal cannabis production

Note that during the same time, the perception of the danger of cannabis among the 
French population does not seem to have changed between 2002 and now.  

In France, since the 10 years, we have seen a large diffusion of MDMA/ecstasy and the 
availability of stimulants has increased. Moreover, a substance like cocaine reaches by now all 
strata of society
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Understanding drug trends and developments 
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